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NORTH AMERICA IS CURRENTLY EXPERIENCING A SHORTAGE OF THE VACCINE FOR YELLOW FEVER,
WHICH HAS BEEN EXTENDED UNTIL EARLY 2019. THIS SHORTAGE OF VACCINE MAY AFFECT YOUR
TRAVEL PLANS.

If you have not booked your travel, please determine if Yellow Fever vaccination is required for your
trip. You can access this information from the Public Health Agency of Canada website:
http://www.phac-aspc.gc.ca/tmp-pmv/countries-pays/index-eng.php

Until this shortage is resolved by the manufacturer, the Saskatchewan Heath Authority’s Travel Health
Centres will be carefully managing and monitoring our current supply and implementing guidelines on
use of existing vaccine supply.

Starting January 9, 2019 all clients traveling to a yellow fever risk area will be given a partial dose. This
may be subject to change at any time depending on the availability of vaccine.

A full dose of Yellow Fever vaccine will be divided between multiple persons. This is referred to as a
“partial” or “fractional” dose. Once a vial of Yellow Fever vaccine has been opened, it must be used
within 1 hour. Therefore, there may be a need for persons to make two visits to a travel clinic. The first
visit is to complete a travel health assessment and receive your travel consultation and the second is to
receive the fractional dose of vaccine. The second appointment will be made so that one vial of vaccine
is used for multiple persons at a time to maximize distribution.

e Persons receiving a fractional dose will be given a Certificate of Medical Contraindication to
Vaccination. This does not guarantee that you will be allowed into the country and you may be
given Yellow Fever vaccine upon entry or quarantined up to 6 to 10 days upon entry to the
country

e A partial dose of Yellow Fever vaccine will provide protection for up to 1 year and the Certificate
provided is valid for 1 year as per the Public Health Agency of Canada.

e The fee for a partial/fractional dose of the vaccine is $90.00. This is non-refundable and must be
paid at the first visit

o If the travel clinic in your local area is unable to accommodate you, arrangements can be made
to receive the dose at another travel clinic in Saskatchewan. There are 3 locations in the
province where Yellow Fever vaccine is administered: Saskatoon, Regina or Prince Albert.

e Vaccine will be available only for people with a Saskatchewan health card or a Saskatchewan
student ID card

NOTE: Throughout this shortage, vaccine may not be available for the following individuals:
e Anyone who has received a full dose of Yellow Fever vaccine in the past is now considered
protected for life, so it is important to find and keep these documents for border proof.
e Individuals travelling to an area where Yellow Fever vaccine is “Generally Not Recommended”,
due to low risk. Risk of transmission of yellow fever does not necessarily occur throughout a

Page | 1


http://www.phac-aspc.gc.ca/tmp-pmv/countries-pays/index-eng.php

country. This is important to consider when planning travel to countries where risk of yellow
fever transmission is present (eg. Brazil).

Individuals who are travelling to areas where there is NO risk of Yellow Fever transmission, but
where proof of Yellow Fever vaccination is an “Entry Requirement”. We will provide a certificate
explaining the vaccine shortage, most often this certificate will be honored, however we can’t
guarantee this will satisfy entry requirements in all countries.

Individuals who have received a fractional dose of Yellow Fever within the last year and traveling
within that year.

NOTE: If an individual travelling is not vaccinated against Yellow Fever:

They may not be allowed into the country without a Yellow Fever Vaccination Certificate if this is
a requirement of the country they are entering.

They may be given a Yellow Fever vaccine upon entry. This can be a risk if the equipment or
vaccines used are unsafe.

They may be quarantined for at least 6 to 10 days upon entry into the country.

They may be at risk for Yellow Fever disease.

For other Yellow Fever Vaccination Centre’s in and outside of Canada go to the following links:

http://www.phac-aspc.gc.ca/tmp-pmv/yf-fi/index-eng.php
https://wwwnc.cdc.gov/travel/yellow-fever-vaccination-clinics/search

http://travelclinic.vch.ca/wp-content/uploads/sites/14/2017/03/YE-Airport-Vaccine-Centers.pdf

We apologize for any inconvenience this may cause.
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